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MERCY, the KING’S Priceless Treasure

here once was a
KING who hved
high

atop a
mountain m a
castle so beautiful that
none could match 1ts

The

a diamond

splendor. castle

like
and no matter
away 1 the kingdom one
was, the sparkling hght
[rom the mountain could
always be The
kingdom was lush with
fertile valleys,
vineyards and orchards which pro-
duced, by the work of human hands,

shone

how far

SCCII.

meadows,

nourishment for those who hived
there. Great rivers crisscrossed the
land bringing trade from the farthest
borders of the kingdom and the mar-
ketplaces provided the pecople with
all manner of tasty foods and nte-

resting wares.

The KING greatly loved his
people and they loved and trusted
him m return.
(who was a perfect mother) loved the
people as her own family and helped

The KING’s mother

]

There was

her son care for them.

much peace, love and joy in the king-
dom, whether m the marketplace,
the workplace or homes, but espe-
cially m homes, because that’s where
families live.
There were small castles
throughout the kingdom where the
KING would wisit with his people.
Once a week bells would cheerfully
g, telling evervone the KING was
present and mviting them to visit with
him. Those days were a wonderful
time ol celebratton and feasting.
Families enjoyed spending time with



their KING and with friends and
neighbours and all the hittle children
adored playing m the KING’S pres-
ence. The KING was kind, wise and
foraiving. He would listen as, one at
a time, his people would open their
hearts to him and when they had fini-
shed, thewr cares would disappear,
like teardrops m the ocean.

Such was life in the kingdom,
until peddlers came from outside the
borders. They tempted the people
with omtments, toys and trinkets,
promising such things would make
them happier 1if they owned them.
Alas, the people believed the ped-
dlers and put all therr trust m ther
wares.

At first Iife m the kingdom

was no different but slowly 1t
changed. Trving to be happier, many
people spent much of their time with
their omtments, toys and trinkets and
were less mterested m making time
for thewr Inends and neighbours.
Then families became troubled.
Grandparents quarreled with  pa-
rents, fathers and mothers disagreed,
brothers and sisters fought, even the
little children squabbled. Families
started arguing over their omtments,

toys and trinkets and sometimes,
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over nothing at all. The people m the
kingdom knew something was terri-
bly wrong but didn’t know how to
remedy 1t so they blamed others for
their unhappiness. The people’s love
orew cold and they became hard of
heart and unforgiving.

As this was happening, a dark
cloud had begun to creep over the
land and now was so thick that the
sparkling light from the mountamn
could no longer be seen. Living mn
deep darkness, many people stopped
visiting the castles. They forgot about
their KING, their heartfelt talks with
him and the love they had felt n his
Presence. They grew weary ol their
oloomy hves and gave up on ever
bemg happy agamn. The lush lands of
the kingdom were forsaken and with-
ered and died. The people were ter-
lost m the

ribly unhappy and

darkness.

The KING loved his people
too much to allow ther suftermg to
continue. He decided to open wide
the doors to his castles and mmvite
everyone m. The KING was gomg to
use Mercy, his priceless treasure, as
a medicme to cure the people of
their unhappmess and to show them
the way out of the darkness.



The KING made a solemn
proclamation: “7 declare this a Year
of Great Favour. Special doors will
be marked and opened wide so
everyone may enter my castles and
receive my great treasure. Anyone
may have as much of my treasure as
they desire.” Messengers were sent
throughout the kimgdom to herald
the Great Year that was upon the
people.

Because they were greatly suffering,
families lead the way through the
special doors and were the first to re-
ceive the KING’S Mercy. Then
others came, only a few in the begin-
ning, then more and more. Young
and old, as they passed through the
special doors (some even had to be
cartied), the healing began. First they
felt hghter of heart, as 1f a weight had
been lhfted from them. Then they
were happier than they ever had
been. As soon as the people started
gomg through the special doors, a
great wind from the mountain blew
the dark cloud to shreds and the
sparkling hght could again be seen.

As the good news spread, even more
people came, and returned again and
again, for the KING’S Mercy. The
greater thewr need, the more gene-
rous was the KING. The people now
understood that the KING’s Mercy
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was without lmiut and remembered
how loving and forgiving their KING
was and always had been. Then, to
their great joy, the land returned to
life and was i full blossom, as 1f 1t
had only been asleep.

the hirst to
throw away theirr omtments, toys and

Famihes were
trinkets, then everyone else followed.
[t was a hard decision but once
made, everyone was greatly reheved.
They felt as 1f they had awoken from
a bad dream. The people were so
happy now that they laughed and

sang as loud as they could. They

jumped for joy and danced m the
streets. Ioveryone hugged and forgave
cach other. They shared their happi-
ness, theiwr love and the KING’S
endless Mercy with each other. A
wonderful peace returned to the peo-
ple m the kingdom because they
put all therr faith and trust m the
KING again. It was shouted from the
rooftops that he was ndeed the
KING OF KINGS and then they
gave his mountamn a name. They
called 1t Mount Mercy, because the
KING who lives there 1s Mercy 1tsell.

“Spread love everywhere you go: first of all in
your own house.” Blessed Mother Teresa
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